
OrCam Notes 
1. Turning Device On, Off and Suspend.  

Press power button for 2 seconds to turn device 

on. Device will beep before announcing it is 

ready. To suspend, press the power button 

once. To turn off, press the power button and  

and the device will go into suspend mode and 

will prompt you to press the power button again 

to turn the device off. Note: OrCam will 

automatically suspend after 10 minutes (can be 

changed in settings menu). 
 
 

2. Reading. To initiate reading, tap the touch bar or use the finger 
point gesture. When using finger point gesture, ensure your finger is in 
the middle of the column and that you are pointing about a half inch 
below where you would like to start reading. When you hear a double 
beep, remove your finger from the text. To stop reading, tap the touch 
bar or use the hand gesture. If automatic detection is turned on, hold  

the item to be read in front of the camera for 3 to 5 seconds and OrCam 

will begin reading automatically. 

3. Touch Reading. To browse through a document and read specific 
lines of text, use the finger gesture directly under the text you would like 
the device to read. OrCam will beep twice and begin reading 3 lines 
above you finger. To read a new section, slide your finger up or down 
without lifting your finger, to a new spot on the page. OrCam will double 
beep and begin reading the new section. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

tap the touch bar point to the page with nail 

facing forward 



 

4. Reading Navigation. To pause or 

resume reading, double tap the touch bar. To 

fast forward, swipe forward on the touch 

bar. To rewind, swipe backward on the 

touch bar. 
 
 

Double tap Swipe 

 

5. Face Recognition. Stand approximately 3 feet from the person and 
face them. Press and hold the touch bar for 15 to 30 seconds. You will hear 
multiple camera shutters. Ask the person to tilt or turn their head slightly. 
When you release your finger, you will be prompted to say the person’s 
name after the beep. OrCam will repeat back the name you recorded and 
then prompt you to tap the touch bar to confirm or swipe to re-record the 
name. 
 

If face recognition is set to manual, you must 

tap the OrCam to have the learned person 

announced. If face recognition is set to 

automatic, the OrCam will automatically 

announce any people who enter the camera’s 

field of vision if they are saved to the device. If 

OrCam is set to fully automatic, learned faces 

will be announced and the device will 

announce the gender of the face in front of you 

for faces that have not been saved in the 

device. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Product Recognition. Hold the product in 

your hand and scan/ find the barcode on the 

product. Hold the barcode in front of the device 

for 2-3 seconds until the OrCam states what the 

product is. If the OrCam says “unknown 

barcode”, then use basic reading strategies to 

figure out what the product is. 
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7.     Entering the Set-up menu. While the device is  
not reading, double tap the device. You will hear a 
long beep. Then say “Enter User Menu” to access 
menu settings. Swipe forward or backward to cycle 
through options. Tap to select. Follow the prompts 
provided by the device. To back up one menu level, 
swipe backward until you hear “touch to go back to 
main settings menu” and then tap Touch bar. To exit 
the menu completely, double tap the touch bar.  

 

 
8.      Accessing the Time. Bring the back of your 

wrist up in front of you as though you are looking 

at a wristwatch. Holding this position for more 

than 2 seconds will also cause the date to be 

read. 

 

 

 

9.      Identifying currency. Hold an unfolded bill in 

front of the camera about 12 inches away. After 

a few seconds, OrCam will automatically identify 

the bill for you. You can also tap the touch bar or 

use the finger point gesture to read the bill.  

 

 

 

10.    Color Identifier. Using the finger gesture, 

point at the color you would like identified and 

hold your finger there until OrCam tells you the 

color.   
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